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12. I do not bring up Heaven to belittle it. Although we will continue 

to wrestle with more of its conclusions, it does teach many impor-

tant truths about Heaven and certainly seeks to at least present 

what the Bible says. Rather, I highlight its response to the issue of 

children’s salvation because it is a hugely popular book by a very 

influential speaker. It has sold well over 600,000 copies, and the 

first thing its cover states about the author is that he “is a leading 

authority on Heaven.” When such a dominant personae teaches 

people a conclusion that is easy on the ears but biblically unsup-

portable, it creates a perfect storm of subjectivity clouding an 

unbiased assessment of the Bible. As I told you from the get-go, I 
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only want us to be able to discover what is most likely to be true 

regarding the hereafter. I will take the side that is less appealing 

to your emotions if it means that I can deliver a more accurate 

framework and be less manipulative, and that ’s an approach I 

think we can both agree is admirable and worth considering. Also, 

please realize that like some of you, my own experiences would 

lead me to be biased toward the automatic salvation of children, 

so I’m not asking you to favor logical and biblical reasoning over 

your feelings without me doing the same myself. In fact, there 

are many concepts put forth in this book that I didn’t grow up 

believing, still don’t feel like believing, and only decided to believe 

because God’s words made too much sense for me to ignore.
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16. This postmortem process also applies to the people in the Bible 

whose bodies were raised to life by Elijah, Elisha, Jesus, Peter, and 

Paul, as well as to those who came back to life in the valley of 

dry bones and immediately following Jesus’ death (1 Kings 17:17-

24, 2 Kings 4:17-27, Mark 5:22-43, Luke 7:11-17, John 11:1-44, 

Acts 9:36-43, Acts 20:7-12, Ezekiel 37:1-14, Matthew 27:50-53). 

For every one of these folks, it is clearly the physical body being 

resurrected—the one that previously died. Paul is clear that “flesh 

and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God” because first, “the 

perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal 

with immortality” (1 Corinthians 15:50, 53). This makes perfect 

sense. Our current bodies—as amazing as they are—are flawed and 

subject to further imperfection. We cannot take these bodies to 

a perfect Heaven, nor would we want to. As “there is a natural 

body, there is also a spiritual body,” a perfect resurrected body 

that is imperishable. Those going to Heaven “will all be changed” 

at the last trumpet when Jesus returns and the end comes (1 

Corinthians 15:22-24, 51-52). Therefore, because Jesus has not yet 
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returned, none of the resurrected folks above were brought back to 

life in their imperishable bodies. Instead, they were brought back 

to life in their earthly, natural bodies, just as if they had never 

physically died in the first place. As these perishable bodies had 

to eventually die again, such temporary resurrections would not 

have enabled these folks to go to the current heaven or Heaven 

before everyone else. Only permanent resurrection into imperish-

able, spiritual bodies is fit for these places, and humans don’t get 

those bodies until Jesus returns and the end comes. And if these 

folks could have gone to the current heaven despite rising without 

their imperishable bodies, many would have been there after their 

first death, some for several years. So wouldn’t it be terribly cruel 

of Elijah, Elisha, Jesus, Peter, and Paul to yank their spirits back 

from the current heaven into their old bodies? I’m not sure I’d 

be too happy in that case, would you? This all goes to show that 

none of these accounts of resurrection can be used as evidence to 

suggest that people are in the current heaven right now. 

Some claim that humans only needed to wait until Jesus’ 

resurrection before those who were saved could be raised and go 

to the current heaven, and they use as examples the reanimation 

of people’s bodies in Matthew 27:50-53, as well as the criminal 

crucified next to Jesus, who is told he’ ll be with Jesus later that 

day in paradise.17 The glaring problem is that Jesus hadn’t been 

resurrected yet in either case, whether immediately after he died 

or later that day, right? Besides, we have no textual reason to 

believe there was anything special about people in the Bible who 

were raised to life on earth after Jesus’ resurrection, rather than 

before. There is no reason to think that the former were raised to 

go to the current heaven while the latter were raised only to die 

again on earth. The Bible makes no distinction between them; it 

simply states that their physical, perishable bodies were brought 

back to life. 

Others might argue, “man is destined to die once” (Hebrew 

9:27); therefore, those brought back to life in the Bible couldn’t 

have died again and must have been able to go right to the 

current heaven. However, if these same people claim that the 
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resurrected couldn’t go to there until after Jesus rose again, then 

those brought back to life in the Old Testament must have died a 

second time. Instead of Hebrews 9:27 supporting an instant post-

mortem heavenly warp, this verse is simply stating the rule of 

thumb for human death. Aside from the exceedingly rare excep-

tions we’ve already addressed, humans physically die once. And 

none of them goes straight to the current heaven. If you still have 

any doubt of this, 30 or so years after Jesus’ death and resurrec-

tion, Paul continues to maintain that at that time not a single 

human (other than Jesus, of course) “has seen or can see” God 

the Father where he dwells “in unapproachable light,” including 

the Christians who died between Jesus’ resurrection and Paul ’s 

writing (1 Timothy 6:16). In contrast, Jesus promises that the 

“pure in heart” “will see God” (Matthew 5:8), and Job clarifies 

twice that this only occurs after our resurrection, not after Jesus’ 

resurrection. Once their “ f lesh be renewed...they will see God’s face 

and shout for joy; he will restore them to full well-being” (Job 

33:19-26). “After my skin has been destroyed, yet in my f lesh I 

will see God;” “ in the end he will stand on the earth” (Job 19:25-

27). The saved will finally gain access to God the Father, but only 

on the New Earth after judgment day. So wherever people go 

after death, whether their physical bodies die once or twice, and 

whether before or after Jesus’ resurrection, it apparently isn’t to 

be with God in the current heaven. Jesus is the only human who 

has been to the current heaven, and he is the only human who 

needs to be there, as he has a job there to do. He is constantly 

interceding for us even now to satisfy God’s just punishment for 

the sins of the saved, who will join him only after he returns 

(Romans 8:34, 1 Corinthians 15:22-23).
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28. Some argue that the humans in these accounts are simply all the 

saved who died and went to the current heaven, existing as spirits 

or in some intermediate body before they receive their imperish-

able, resurrected bodies and before the first resurrection.29-30 This 

is problematic for several reasons. First, unlike many who will be 

saved, every one of the humans in the passages we just studied 

endured particularly harsh persecution for their faith. They “had 

been slain because of the word of God,” their lives were sacri-

ficially “offered as firstfruits” to God, they “had been beheaded 

because of their testimony for Jesus,” they “have come out of the 

great tribulation,” and were “victorious over the beast” at that 

time, refusing to worship or obey demonic forces upon pain of 

death (Revelation 6:9, 14:4, 7:14, 20:4, 13:11-17, 15:2). 

Second, the Bible never mentions any kind of intermediate 

body, nor does it teach that humanity in general undergoes any 

intermediate steps between Sheol following physical death and 

resurrection into our imperishable bodies on judgment day, as 

we’ve already seen. Besides, how would an intermediate body be 

any different than a resurrection body and why would it need 

to be? If the intermediate body is perfect enough to live in the 
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current heaven where God resides, then how would a resurrection 

body be any better? And if it is better, then why wouldn’t God 

give it to us right away and ditch the pointless intermediate body? 

Jesus can exist in the current heaven with his resurrection body, 

so why can’t we? Because humans generally don’t go to reside in 

the current heaven with any sort of body (1 Corinthians 15:42-53). 

Third, if humans have already been admitted to the perfect 

current heaven with God right now (and if others have already 

been admitted to Hell), whether in an intermediate body or as a 

spirit, what is the point of judgment day? To complete the paper-

work and make it official? To offer Terminator 2 a cool subtitle? Is 

God really going to call everybody over from the current heaven 

and everybody up from Hell for a judgment day huddle just to say, 

“Yep, this really is how it ’s gonna be forever. Meeting adjourned.” 

Of course not! With the understandable exceptions of Jesus and 

the martyrs, who are involved in the first resurrection so that 

they can reign with Jesus on earth for a period of time, no human 

goes to the current heaven until judgment day. It is only then 

when Sheol is emptied and all other humans are resurrected to 

the current heaven for judgment, after which they enter the New 

Earth or Gehenna. The martyrs “came to life (the f irst resurrection) 

and reigned with Christ a thousand years. The rest of the dead did 

not come to life (the second resurrection) until the thousand years 

were ended” (Revelation 20:4-5). 

Some claim that the “great multitude,” “armies of heaven,” and 

“twenty-four elders” in Revelation 19:1-14 represent other humans 

in the current heaven prior to the second resurrection on judg-

ment day.31 However, the same term “great multitude” in Reve-

lation 7:9 unequivocally describes the martyrs, not any other 

humans. The armies of heaven are almost certainly angelic, as 

there are zero definite biblical examples of humans serving in 

God’s heavenly military, although we know that angels do (Daniel 

10:13, Revelation 12:7-9). As for the twenty-four elders who are 

mentioned throughout Revelation, some argue that they are the 

twelve sons of Jacob and the twelve apostles, because the latter do 

sit on thrones with Jesus (Matthew 19:28).32-33 However, this does 



Healing Hereafter

80

not happen until “the renewal of all things” af ter judgment day 

(Revelation 21:1-5), and every mention of the elders’ thrones in 

Revelation occurs before this renewal. Not to mention that John 

is one of the twelve apostles and does not include himself among 

the elders as he describes them to us, further demonstrating 

their unknown identity and nature. In fact, these elders are never 

called human, and distinction is made between them and human 

saints in Revelation 5:8. Moreover, the elders are almost univer-

sally mentioned in tandem with the “four living creatures,” who 

are anything but human, suggesting that the elders are not human 

either. They even distinguish themselves from the “people who 

revere (God’s) name, both great and small” (Revelation 11:16-18). 

These people, clearly representing all of the saved, had not yet 

been judged, whereas the elders would already have been if they 

were humans in the current heaven. Besides, for the elders to be 

human, all of the passages we’ve visited above demonstrating the 

lack of human presence in the current heaven before the first 

resurrection would have to be ignored.  
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74. Some argue that the spirits here refer to supernatural beings, 

specifically the demons in Tartarus. The evidence we are given is 

that “this passage probably refers to another strange passage in 

Genesis 6:1-4, where evil angels apparently had sexual relations 

with women and were ‘ imprisoned’ by God for it,” a passage that 

“raises many other questions, I’m sure.”75 Unhelpfully, such ques-

tions are neither addressed nor answered, and this argument is 

quite problematic. To start, neither angels nor demons are even 

mentioned in Genesis 6:1-4; rather it is “the sons of God” who 

“married” these women and “had children by them.” In Luke 3:38, 

Jesus’ paternal genealogy is traced all the way back to Adam 

through the descendants of Seth, “the son of Adam, the son of 

God.” Therefore, Seth ’s line can be referred to as “the sons of 

God.” This makes sense, because the offspring of these women 

they married were “heroes of old, men of renown,” as we would 

expect of such a lineage of newly free-willed, spirited human 

beings (see Note 19 of Booklet 2). Conversely, angelic beings like 

demons don’t marry; therefore, they can’t be “the sons of God” 

(Mark 12:25). Nor would God’s words ever call demons “sons of 

God” or be likely to speak positively of demon/human offspring, 

if such progeny were even possible! Besides, merely nine verses 

after telling us that Jesus preached to these spirits, Peter confirms 

that “the gospel was preached even to those who are now dead” (1 

Peter 3:19, 4:6), and demons don’t die, being non-physical spirits. 

But humans do, so Jesus must be preaching to them. Therefore, 

since I have no reason to assume any association between 1 Peter 

3:18-20 and Genesis 6:1-4, I don’t. But even if we did assume 

one and accept that the “spirits” and “the sons of God” in these 

passages are the same—knowing that “the sons of God” are most 

likely human and certainly not demonic—then the spirits being 

preached to would still be human anyway. Moreover, why would 



Healing Hereafter

84

Jesus be preaching to anyone in Tartarus, particularly demons? 

There is no biblical evidence that demons are saved, and Jesus is a 

human savior from human sin, so his message wouldn’t even apply 

to demons! Some claim that Jesus is not evangelizing to them; 

instead, he is making a special trip to Tartarus just to preach 

victory over these disobedient demons.76 Since when is preaching 

gloating? And since when is Jesus pro-gloating to begin with 

(Matthew 5:43-48)? Yes, he makes a triumphant “public spectacle” 

of demonic forces, but only as he hangs dying on the cross for all 

to see (Colossians 2:15), not on a victory lap to Tartarus, a decid-

edly non-public venue anyway. 

So the argument that Jesus preaches to demons instead of 

humans really isn’t supportable. Yet without any further evidence, 

its supporters confidently proclaim that 1 Peter 3:18-20 “almost 

certainly doesn’t mean that Jesus was preaching the gospel to 

unbelievers who had died.”77 “Jesus did not preach the gospel to 

unbelievers in Hell, at least not in an evangelistic sense.”78 True, 

this would have taken place in Lugg—not Hell—but in what other 

sense would Jesus preach the gospel to unbelievers? This is a 

perfect example of how a belief—in this case, that humans go right 

to Hell or the current heaven upon dying—can blind a person to 

what the Bible says, leading to inconsistency. In contrast, if our 

preconceptions can be put aside while we read the Bible, we will 

find freeing answers that were never possible before.
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80. It ’s important to distinguish Lugg from two other attempts people 

make to address the fate of those without access to the gospel on 

earth. The first is the judgment of faith, which led to the many 

conundrums we slogged through in Chapter 8. Its proponents 
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justify an immediate postmortem assignment to Hell or the 

current heaven by arguing that everyone—including the very 

young, the very incapacitated, and the very isolated—meaningfully 

and specifically gets exposed to the gospel during their physical 

lives, even if it ’s too mysterious to figure out how. God knows, so 

we don’t have to. This judgment of faith is different from Lugg in 

three ways. First, it entirely depends on universal human expo-

sure to the gospel during physical life, an unexplained phenom-

enon that we’ve learned is exceedingly unlikely, if not impossible. 

Second, it necessitates more than one judgment day, a concept we 

know is opposed by the Bible. Third, it is an explanation forced 

by an unwillingness to let go of immediate postmortem human 

access to the current heaven. If the Bible’s teaching that no one 

goes there right after they die is acknowledged, then there is no 

need for this judgment of faith that is riddled with so many prob-

lems. Lugg does acknowledge this teaching, so it is not forced to 

encumber itself with unnecessary inconsistencies. 

The second concept to be distinguished from Lugg similarly 

involves a postmortem judgment of faith and is similarly forced 

by a belief in immediate entrance to the current heaven following 

death. Its proponents state that a person who just died without 

access to the gospel goes to Hell or the current heaven based 

on their general commitment to God during life, not on accep-

tance of God’s solution for us in Jesus. So the faith being judged 

here is vaguely generic, rather than faith in Jesus. As such, this 

position is occasionally clarified by claiming that Jesus’ message 

is still necessary, because a person going to the current heaven 

would believe in the gospel upon or after entering it. But either 

way, this person is saved, considered perfect, and admitted there 

before the gospel, his acceptance of it, and the presence of the Holy 

Spirit can play their absolutely vital roles in his salvation. There’s 

no way around the fact that supporters of this second concept are 

forced to argue that neither Jesus nor the Holy Spirit are neces-

sary for salvation, as a person can be assigned to the current 

heaven independently of them. “Thus it is possible for the unevan-

gelized to be saved without having knowledge of Christ or the 
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exact nature of his gift to humanity.”81 Aside from bordering on 

universalism, as everyone—evangelized or not—demonstrates some 

sort of general commitment to a god (whether a being or an idea), 

this position contradicts God’s words, not to mention everything 

we’ve learned above and will learn below regarding salvation. 

Jesus counters, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). “If you 

declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart 

that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is 

with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with 

your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved” (Romans 10:9-

10). “And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message 

of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were 

marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a 

deposit guaranteeing our inheritance” (Ephesians 1:13-14). Both 

the words of God and the established logic of his unique solu-

tion of Jesus give us no wiggle room. No one could be considered 

saved or be admitted to the current heaven prior to accepting 

Jesus’ message, because they would have yet to have their imper-

fection removed and receive the Holy Spirit. No one can be saved 

before they are saved, so they are not. 

So what would lead people to espouse this notion? First, it is 

emotionally easier. It ’s less jarring to teach and accept that merely 

some vague commitment to God can accomplish salvation for us, 

even if we have to reject God’s words and the logic of the gospel 

to do so. Second and once again, it is a position forced upon many 

folks by their unwavering belief in an immediate postmortem trip 

to the current heaven. We will discover in Booklet 4 that human 

faith—and not even necessarily faith specifically in Jesus—does 

initiate the salvation process, but this process cannot be completed 

and a person cannot be considered saved or perfect until af ter 

that faith can be applied to the gospel. Lugg gives unevangelized 

humans a biblical way to hear and accept the message of Jesus, 

without it having to occur either before they die—which would be 

essentially impossible for babies and the brain-injured—or after 
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their residence in the current heaven has somehow already been 

granted. 

I realize that I am continually rehashing the point that 

emotionally satisfying or deeply entrenched arguments believed 

by many Christians, such as the automatic salvation of children 

and immediate access to the current heaven after death, are both 

unbiblical and illogical. But I only do it to help us find truth 

about the hereafter, and I warned you that that this quest to 

explore God’s words without me emotionally manipulating you 

would not be easy at times. But it is worth it. When you recon-

sider the havoc that such explanations wreak on the consistency 

of the Bible, on God’s goodness and justice, on the legitimacy of 

human salvation, and on our ability to provide logical answers to 

so many important questions, it ’s much easier to consider other 

options. If we are to understand the biblical hereafter, then the 

bibles of feelings and familiarity must give way to the whole of 

what the Bible teaches us. Lugg is a great place to start. 

81. Stone, P. (2010). Secrets f rom Beyond the Grave: the Amazing Mysteries 

of Eternit y, Paradise, and the Land of Lost Souls. Lake Mary, FL: 

Charisma House, p. 188.




